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Summary

Like alnost 4 mllion other wonen, |, too, trusted the
safety assurances of the A H Robins Conpany, manufacturer
of the Dal kon Shield 1UD, which clained this product was the
"Cadillac of Contraception” in the early 1970s. M doctor
trusted the conpany’s literature and convinced ne that it
woul d i nprove the quality of ny life. But we were al
horri bly deceived by both the Shield s inventor, who
falsified his research data and |lied under oath to a
Congressional comm ttee about his personal financial stake
In the product, and by Robins, which rushed this product to
market in order to gain a conpetitive edge over rival |1UD
makers.

The Dal kon Shield | UD caused untold m sery to hundreds
of thousands of its users. The |eading cause of the
Injuries has been attributed to the multifil anent
tailstring, which, unlike previous |IUDs, allowed bacteria to
clinmb up into the uterus, in a wicking effect. This
tailstring was manufactured by a different conpany in
Germany. Conpany officials continued to deny its
responsibility for causing this sensel ess and cruel tragedy.
The Dal kon Shield daimants Trust, which was set up in 1990,
as a result of the
A. H Robins bankruptcy litigation, is a pitiful substitute
for civil justice. The settlenent offer that I and
t housands of other wonen received only added insult to
injury. Sadly, these types of global, capped funds are
proliferating and threaten to limt the right of average
citizens to gain access to the courts for renedies to torts.

My heart goes out to persons who face life-threatening

or debilitating illnesses and nust nmake a difficult decision
about inplanting nedical devices in their bodies. Relative
to ny experience, | think that these people are nore

I ntensely vul nerable to risky products and negl i gent
conpani es. Wat guarantees do we have that all the risks
wi |l be disclosed to us? |In these cases, nore protection
agai nst unet hi cal busi nesses, not less, is crucial.
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Have such cases of egregi ous m sconduct
di mnished? | think not. The situation has
probably grown worse. The news accounts that
| read now denonstrate famliar and
di shonorabl e corporate tactics. Shredded
docunents, denial of accountability, and
blam ng the victins for their m sfortunes
prevails. Relaxing existing laws will not
| nprove the health and wel |l being of
Americans. Product liability |aws shoul d
conti nue to be guided by principles which
protect the interests of consuners who trust
medi cal devices to do no harm
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Li ke alnmost 4 mllion other wonen, |, too, trusted the
safety assurances of the A H Robins Conpany, nmanufacturer
of the Dal kon Shield 1UD, which clained this product was the
"Cadillac of Contraception” in the early 1970s. M/ doctor
trusted the conpany’s literature and convinced ne that it
woul d inprove the quality of ny life. But we were al
horri bly deceived by both the Shield s inventor, who
falsified his research data and |lied under oath to a
Congressional commttee about his personal financial stake
In the product, and by Robins, which rushed this product to
market in order to gain a conpetitive edge over rival |1UD
makers.

The Dal kon Shield | UD caused untold m sery to hundreds
of thousands of its users, resulting in perforated uteri, an
epidem c of pelvic inflamuatory disease, infertility,

I nfected m scarriages, ectopic pregnancies, and even deat hs.
Before Robins withdrewit fromthe market, U S. D strict
Court Judge MIles Lord, of Mnnesota, called it a ticking

time bonb in wonen's wonbs.



The | eadi ng cause of the injuries has been attributed to
the multifilament tailstring, which, unlike previous |UDs,
all oned bacteria to clinb up into the uterus, via a w cking
effect. This tailstring was manufactured by a different
conpany in Germany. One of the quality control supervisors
at Robins tried to tell top corporate officials that this
could be a problem They fired him

| began using the Dal kon Shield in 1971. Over the next
10 years, | suffered many nedi cal problens. However, the
Robi ns Conpany had skillfully and deli berately suppressed
the facts about the havoc it was wecking on wonen's bodi es.

Nei ther | nor ny doctors were able to pinpoint the cause of
ny danage for nore than a decade. In 1984, one week after |
was married, | had to have an energency total hysterectony
fromthe cunul ati ve damages | had suffered for so |ong.

That tine bonb finally expl oded and robbed ne of ny
fertility, at the age of 36. For all those years, | was
told that ny problens were "all in ny head.” The enoti onal
wreckage is too painful to talk about.

It's been nore than 25 years since ny first injuries. |
brought a cl ai m agai nst the Robins Conpany in 1984, and

shortly thereafter this conpany hid behind the shield of the



bankruptcy laws to protect its assets. Conpany officials
continued to deny its responsibility for causing this

sensel ess and cruel tragedy.

The Dal kon Shield daimants Trust, which was set up in 1990,
as a result of the bankruptcy litigation, is a pitifu
substitute for civil justice. The settlenent offer that I
and t housands of other wonen received only added insult to
injury. Sadly, these types of global, capped funds are
proliferating and threaten to limt the right of average

citizens to gain access to the courts for renedies to torts.

My heart goes out to persons who face life-threatening
or debilitating illnesses and nust nmake a difficult decision
about inplanting nedical devices in their bodies. Relative
to ny experience, | think that people in this situation are
nore intensely vulnerable to risky products and negli gent
conpani es. Wat guarantees do we have that all the risks
will be disclosed to us? | don't nmean to trivialize ny
experience, but I wasn’t in a health crisis at the tine that
| made the decision to use the Dal kon Shield. |In these
cases, nore protection agai nst unethical businesses, not

| ess, 1s crucial.



One suggestion that | have nade el sewhere is to call for
t he establishnment of a nationw de, conprehensive registry
systemfor all nedical devices and pharmaceuti cal products.

If it is possible to develop a conputerized system for

regi stering car parts and recalling defective toaster ovens,
we can certainly offer nedical consuners greater guarantees
agai nst harmthrough a program of notification and
corrective action for drugs and devi ces. Such a system would
provi de a huge database that could al so be used to construct
the proper and necessary studies related to | ong-term use,
| nprove the problemof inadequate foll owup, and allow for
early warnings that would di mnish bad outcones. Honest,
et hi cal conpanies would be only too eager to conply with the

public’s need to know and to be fully inforned.



| learned many hard | essons fromthe Dal kon Shield case.

It has nmade ne pessimstic and cynical about the bottom
line nmentalities as the guiding beacon for business in this
country. | wonder what | essons the corporations |earned
fromthis case. Have business ethics inproved? Have cases
of egregi ous m sconduct dimnished? | think not. The
situation has probably even deteriorated. One current
exanpl e cones to mnd. The Reynol ds tobacco conpany is

| ocated in Richnond, Virginia, which is the honmetown of the
A. H Robins Conpany. The news accounts that | read now
denonstrate famliar and di shonorabl e corporate tactics.
Shredded docunents, denial of accountability, and bl am ng
the victins for their msfortunes prevails. Relaxing
existing laws wll not inprove the health and well being of
Americans. Product liability laws should continue to be
gui ded by the interests of consunmers who trust nedical

devices to do no harm
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